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Networks News
D-box — By Matt R.
Opportunity Networks received $33,500 in grant funding from the generosity
of the Norwin S. and Elizabeth N. Bean Foundation, the Samuel P. Hunt
Foundation, and the Parker Nelson Fund Citizen’s Bank, N.A. Trustee. This
funding allowed us to purchase 2 D-box seats for our Multi-sensory Theater this
past September. D-box is the unique award-winning cinematic motion that
provides the ultimate immersive movie – watching experience. When you sit on
a D-box enabled seat you explore the feel of the action on the screen as if you were
literally in the movie. D-box immersive cinematic motions are the following:

This issue of Networks News
was made possible by the
News Crew:

Steven Ayotte Editor
Richard Brown
Altan Cakiraga
Justin Houle
Jane Hunnewell
Quentin Parhiala
Matt Ranieri
Darren Roberts
Special thanks to
our guest writer:
Michelle Runyan,
Director of
Volunteer Services,
The Hunt Community

1. Non distracting
2. Harmonized with the
audio and video
3. Not a theme-park ride
experience
4. A great and exciting
upgrade
The News Crew
interviewed two program
participants about the
experience on the D-box

Photo courtesy of the Nashua Telegraph

seats. Justin watched Wonder Woman. He said it was awesome during the
battle scenes when the seats moved around. Cassie watched Jurassic World. She
says the seats moved up and down when the dinosaurs ran. She also liked how
they reclined.
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Ice Skating

— By Altan

I have started to go ice skating at Conway Ice Arena with Opportunity
Networks. We go every Tuesday morning. I like to ice skate a lot and I
am pretty good at it. The instructors help me ice skate. The instructors
show my how to stop and how to fall. When I first started I used milk
creates to help me move around. I like to watch the instructors and learn
more about ice skating. I rent my ice skates and I have my own helmet.
When I first get to the ice arena it is cold, when I start to move around I
get warm. I am very excited to go to Strawberry Banke to ice skate outside
on a ice rink.

Hunt Community/Korean War — By Matt & Michelle
The Hunt Community Floating Academy is
currently in its fifth month of inspiring people in the
Greater Nashua area. Recently, Bob Desmond and
Richard Moughegian presented on the Korean War
to a large group in the theater room of Opportunity
Networks in Amherst, NH.
The presentation was informative as well as
entertaining; though the emotional impact was
clearly evident as a number of people explained
that their father served in Korea - but never once
spoke of the experience.

Bob Desmond and Richard Moughian presented in November
the history of the Korean War

Hearing Bob and Richard’s trials and tribulations during
their deployment gave impeccable insight into what any
soldier would have gone through, bringing a profound
sense of clarity to the mysterious side of a loved one
perhaps now passed.
Bob and Richard ended this event by donating a
commemorative book on the Korean War to both
Opportunity Networks and The PLUS Company.
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Football Hall of Fame — By Justin and Richard
On Tuesday, November 21st a sports enthusiastic group
went to the football hall of fame at the Museum of
Science in Boston, Mass. The football hall of fame is a
special event that only happens for a short period of time.
This exhibit is a traveling show. It goes all across the
country, but it also has a home town tribute that shows
off the New England Patriots.
At the hall of fame there were various player's jerseys,
helmets and a locker room set up. The helmets had
speakers that you could listen to an announcer talk about the history of football. On display we saw a Super
Bowl trophy and photos of past Super Bowl events. We were able to learn different teams, players and their
coaches. There was an interactive exhibit where you could see how your skills compare to different players.
The group had an amazing time and was able to experience this exhibit together. It was very interesting for
us to learn about the history and science behind the scenes of the football game.

Talking Aloud with Alexis - By Jane
At the end of November one of the people at
Opportunity Networks started his own talk show and
his first guest he interviewed was Natalie. He is also
looking forward to interviewing Max and George
sometime in the future. He said that he has fun doing
his talk show. So far his talk show is good. He usually
does his talk show in
the theater. When he
does his talk show he
sometimes wears a
nice jacket and has a
table with a maroon
table cloth on it with
2 cups that have his
logo on it.
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SNHU Buddies — By Steven
In September, many members of Opportunity
Networks went to an event called the SNHU
Buddies, lead by student volunteers of Southern
New Hampshire University. Believe it or not,
SNHU actually means it’s a physical non profit
university that actually is located in Southern New
Hampshire, on the fringe of N. Manchester.

The program is one of the first in recent history
where individuals are not treated less or different
and are welcomed by the typical functioning

SNHU Buddies was founded by Meghan, formerly

volunteers. Other social groups have had a
traditional peer groups where everyone involved
had a developmental handicap.

a direct support here and a couple other people
she knows in late 2016, as she noticed her fellow
high school students that aged out of high school
that didn’t have much to do in their social lives.
She has developed a social program where they
could facilitate frequent events on the campus of
SNHU and to help them
understand what college/

The event averages about ninety minutes on every
other Wednesday during the regular SNHU
schedule. For many this may mean a lot to them,
at least they have someone they
can have a basic level of

adult friendships could be
like. Originally starting out
small, it grew a lot and even
more since September.

friendships that may not have
in the first place.

Meghan claims they’re about
“building friendships!” and
wants to “help to form
genuine, long lasting
friendships!” and claims the

“I had a lot a fun there. I met
some new people and would like
to back some time” said Jane
when she went there in
September. " Cassie also enjoyed
it. "I loved it and didn't want to
leave. I met new friends and

volunteers are 110%
committed as she visions the
Buddies “to be that base for
people to come have a fun,
active social life, meet new
people and hopefully build life

enjoyed the activities. I liked how
each table had something
different to do. I talked to Meghan
and Nate and also met Ashley and
Olivia. I still text them sometimes!
I really want to go back and I can't

long friendships!”

Known nationally for their online classes,
where much of the revenue from that
was used to build out the physical expansion
of SNHU in recent years, to host things
like this event.
Photo Courtesy of Steven A
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wait to go again!"

Being the New Guy — By Quentin
I like being the new guy at Opportunity Networks. I got to do a lot of great
and fantastic activities here at Opportunity Networks like family band,
NSA (Nashua Sports Academy), dance group and cross fit. I’ve made some
fantastic and awesome new friends at Opportunity Networks. They have
great staff here at Opportunity Networks there very nice and pretty kind.
I’m very excited to work at Bob’s store with Cassie pretty soon. I like being
in health and wellness I get to do a lot of great and fantastic activities in it.
I was the Health and Wellness champion for the month of February.

Star Wars: The Last Jedi - Reviewed by Steven
If you’re looking for the review that’s just in time
for the digital for home release, you came to the
right article.

earth to stop as so many Star Wars fans were in
grief. It would be safe to say with modern
technology , she will reappear in future films. She
passed away before the end production, but was
able to use what they needed for the storyline. The

Going along with the franchise Trilogy, this is the
second flick since the last prequel in 2015 (The

eerie scene of her collapsing and cheating death in
character was far from the reality. The movie
ended in a dedication to “Our Favorite Princess”

Force Awakens) if you haven’t caught up since the
days of the Trilogy, The Last Jedi picks up from
there, focusing on a character named Rey, a young
woman (played Daisy Ridley, an upcoming star)
who finds Luke Skywalker (portrayed by the
Harrison Ford, the legend) , who removed himself
in the world of Jedis coming off as he is worth
nothing. Rey has been seeking for a mentor to
help her learn how to use the Force so she can

The series is known for dark and deep storylines
but in this movie, there were some things that
resembled the real world, like the movie goer
could relate. At one point, Rey and a couple other
characters found their way to a casino called
Canto Bight in the planet of Cantonica. The
official database claims this location is a place for
“expensive distractions”. Something that Rey and
the others wouldn’t feel right going into.

fight for the Resistance. This storyline
underscored the power of spirituality, which is sort
of an unusual message seen in Hollywood in
recent years.

Overall, the film is ridden with a lot of CGI and
dramatic visual effects. While I don’t always prefer
such visual eye candy, it’s a great time to kill a
couple hours of your free time.

This was also the last film where Carrie Fisher
played Princess Leia in real life. Fisher passed away
in late 2016 on flight to Los Angeles, causing the
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Christmas party Recap — By: Darren
On Friday, December 22 there was a snow storm,
but a few brave people still came into Opportunity
Networks for our annual holiday party. The party
had lots of food, snacks, decorations, and music.
We got food from the Pasta Loft in Milford; mac

and cheese, chicken, broccoli and ziti. Uno in
Nahua donated ziti with tomato sauce and healthy
green salads. For dessert we had cake, Reese’s
chocolate, and cookies. Everyone thought the food
tasted great!

The Collage — By: The News Crew
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THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FOUNDATIONS AND
ORGANIZATIONS WHO HAVE GIVEN GENEROUSLY
BISHOP’S CHARITALBE ASSISTANCE FUND, INC.

GETZ CHARITABLE TRUST, CITIZENS BANK, N.A., TRUSTEE

AMHERST JUNIOR WOMEN’S CLUB

THE BARKER FOUNDATION

THE KALEY FOUNDATION, U.S. TRUST,
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A., TRUSTEE

MADELAINE G. VON WEBER TRUSTCOX MEMORIAL FUND

NEW HAMPSHIRE CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

THE PARKER NELSON FOUNDATION,
CITIZENS BANK, N.A., TRUSTEE

ARTHUR KEYES MEMORIAL TRUST

ANN DE NICOLE TRUST,CITIZENS BANK, N.A., TRUSTEE

ELLA F. ANDERSON TRUST, BNY MELLO, N.A. TRUSTEE

THE TOWN OF AMHERST

FREDERICK W. COX AND DOROTHY THURBER

THE TOWN OF MERRIMACK

NORWIN S. & ELIZABETH N. BEAN FOUNDATION

THE TOWN OF MILFORD

COGSWELL BENEVOLENT TRUST

THE TOWN OF HOLLIS

WALMART FOUNDATION

KEITH M. SULLIVAN FOUNDATION

THE AGNES M. LINDSAY TRUST

BILLINGS TRUST FBO NH CHARITIES,
CITIZENS BANK, N.A., TRUSTEE

OMRON FOUNDATION
MILFORD ROTARY CLUB

THE PARKER NELSON FOUNDATION,
CITIZENS BANK, N.A., TRUSTEE

SAMUEL P. HUNT FOUNDATION

W.R. BERKLEY CORPORATION CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

We would like to thank Fiduciary Trust of New England
for helping fund our
2nd Annual Film & Food Festival
and our 2018 Spring Gala.

Upcoming Events

Program Locations
Administrative Office:
11 Caldwell Drive
Amherst, NH 03031
603-883-4402
Day Habilitation & Supported Employment Program
116A Perimeter Rd.
Nashua, NH 03060
603-889-0796
Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment Services
116C Perimeter Rd.
Nashua, NH 03060
(603) 402-1444

Registration & Sponsorship will open on Monday, April 2nd
online @ www.opportunitynetworks.org

www.opportunitynetworks.org
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